Chinquapin Organic Garden Board Meeting -- May 19, 2026

The May 19, 2026, board meeting was held via Zoom. Present: Richard Dorrier-Chair, Anne
Saul-Vice Chair, Lori Hartmann-Secretary/Treasurer and other board members, Stacey
Potosnak, Kathryn Long, Elizabeth Charles, Brad Kukuk and Julie Le. Other gardeners
attending: Kirsten Fehrenkamp, Deborah Levi, Jennifer Penoso, Zion Abebe, Naima Kearney,
Sally Richards, Vickie Cantaneo, Patty Enneking, Susan Apgar, Faatimah Muhammad and
Sarah Pak. Absent: City of Alexandria Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities liaison: Natural
Resources Manager Katrina Napora.

The meeting started at 7:00 p.m. Anne moved to approve the April 21 Board meeting minutes.
The motion was seconded by Elizabeth, and the minutes were approved.

City Report: RPCA liaison Katrina Napora was not in attendance.

Maintenance: Richard reported that a third delivery of LeafGro compost has been ordered and
is scheduled to arrive this week and that more wood chips have been delivered to both bins. He
also said that one lawnmower is not working and is in the shop for repairs. He said it should be
ready by Thursday or Friday and will cost about $150 to fix. Richard also reported that several
gardeners helped clean up and sorth the large trash pile and that the City has picked it up.

Volunteer Projects:
Food Bank: Stacey reported that the first collection and delivery to the Mother of Light Center is

next Saturday. She also said that the two food bank plots have been planted and that lots of
new people are interested in helping. Anne asked if she could use more help and Stacey said
they can always use more help but for now they are in good shape.

Perennial grove, orchard and terraced beds: Richard reported that the volunteers have been
watering the perennial beds in the grove and that a peach tree in the orchard had to be cut
down because it was diseased. He said the other trees look fine as do the terraced beds, which
are being managed by Miriam Hacker.

Plot markers: Kathryn stated she has been unable to contact Joy Cameron who is taking over
the plot marker project but she will continue trying. Anne said that many markers have faded or
are missing, which is a problem during the monitoring, and that she hopes they can be fixed or
replaced before the next inspection in June.

Social Activities: Elizabeth reported that 45-50 people attended the Spring Social despite the
wet weather. She also said she put the extra bottles of water in the shed for the food bank
volunteers. Julie reported that the raffle netted $345. Elizabeth said she will remind Richard
about inviting the mayor and city council members to the August picnic.

Finances: Lori reported there is $1,206.53 in the bank account. Richard said he will have
receipts for the lawn mower repair to submit for reimbursement.



New Business: Richard said that large trash that won'’t fit in bins, such as long boards and
tomato cages, and other items are becoming a big problem. He said people have dumped these
items next to the school garden fence and shed in the upper parking pad as well as next to our
shed rather than taking them to the designated area in the lower end of the gardens. He also
said that metal items have to be separated from other trash because they are disposed of in
different locations. He said that the City did remove the current pile, but that we will need to
come up with a better system to control and separate the trash going forward as we can’t expect
the city to pick it all up again. He also said that the City will not take bricks and cinder blocks so
we may have to not allow them anymore or tell gardeners that they are responsible for
disposing of these items when they give up their pots, although Anne noted that this would be
difficult to enforce. Richard said he would like to find a gardener willing to take over supervising
the trash separation. Anne said that in the meantime, she will put up signs on the school fence
and shed and on our shed reminding people where to put the large trash.

Anne informed the attendees that some children (ages 6-9) from the Alexandria/Mt. Vernon area
Jack&Jill chapter will be coming to the gardens on May 30 to learn about planting seeds. She
said that after they tour the gardens, Faatimah will show them how to plant pumpkin and bean
seeds in small pots, which they can take home. Deborah and Zion offered to help by showing
them the Food Bank and Discovery Garden operations.

A gardener asked whether animal control could help get rid of the voles that are eating her
plants and she was told no. There were some suggestions from the group such as planting
garlic and other plants that the critters don’t like, but there are no easy ways to control the small
animals.

The meeting adjourned at 7:56 p.m.

Upcoming 2026 events:
June 13 - garden monitoring

June 23 - Board meeting (Richard will be away on June 16.)
August 8 - Summer Picnic



